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September 2021 
Outlaws and balloons anchor area festivals, a tribute to Nina Simone, and Hasan Minhaj in this 
weekôs óThings to Doô, WHYY (Sept. 9, 2021) 
 
8 reasons to take your kids to Philadelphia, Lonely Planet (Sept. 10, 2021) 
 
Free PHLASH shuttle at FDR, South Philly Review (Sept. 18, 2021) 
 
October 2021 
Our Liberty View Micro-Wedding Felt More Like a Mini Family Reunion Amid the Pandemic, 
Philadelphia Wedding (Oct. 7, 2021) 
 
Eisenhower Fellowship Annual Award Dinner Held, The Philadelphia Tribune (Oct. 14, 2021) 
 
November 2021 
Franklin Institute expecting tourism magic from Harry Potter exhibition, WHYY (Nov. 4, 2021) 

Harry Potter at the Franklin Institute in 2022: How to get tickets and more, Philadelphia Inquirer 
(Nov. 4, 2021) 

Mummers Parade is returning to Philly on New Yearôs Day 2022, Philadelphia Inquirer (Nov. 16, 
2021) 

Happy Mochila, the company bringing handmade Colombian designs to Philly, AL DÍA News 
(Nov. 16, 2021)  

The Independence Visitor Center Corporation Kicks Off 20 Years, 6ABC Action News (Nov. 19, 
2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://whyy.org/articles/outlaws-and-balloons-anchor-area-festivals-a-tribute-to-nina-simone-and-hasan-minhaj-in-this-weeks-things-to-do/
https://whyy.org/articles/outlaws-and-balloons-anchor-area-festivals-a-tribute-to-nina-simone-and-hasan-minhaj-in-this-weeks-things-to-do/
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/philadelphia-with-kids
https://southphillyreview.com/2021/09/18/free-phlash-shuttle-at-fdr/
https://www.phillymag.com/philadelphia-wedding/2021/10/07/liberty-view-micro-wedding/
https://www.phillytrib.com/lifestyle/eisenhower-fellowships-annual-awards-dinner-held/article_90e1be64-3591-59b6-954d-e11b3c02b9bc.html
https://whyy.org/articles/franklin-institute-expecting-tourism-magic-from-harry-potter-exhibition/
https://www.inquirer.com/entertainment/harry-potter-exhibition-2022-philadelphia-tickets-20211104.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/mummers-parade-philadelphia-new-years-day-2022-20211116.html
https://aldianews.com/articles/leaders/entrepreneurs/happy-mochila-company-bringing-handmade-colombian-designs-philly
https://youtu.be/8sYGasN4lTs
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 Things To Do 
 

Outlaws and balloons anchor area festivals, a tribute to Nina 
Simone, and Hasan Minhaj in this weekôs óThings to Doô 
By Tonya Pendleton September 9, 2021 

As COVID cases continue to rise in the Delaware Valley, fueled by the delta variant, most events 

are requesting proof of vaccination and returning to mask mandates. Since the situation remains 

fluid, scheduled events may be rescheduled or canceled as regulations change, so be sure to 

check with venues and be aware of ticket return/refund policies beforehand. 
 
é 

 

CollegeFest 
 

 

This free annual festival for Philadelphiaôs 

college population is geared towards getting 

new students to explore the cityôs attractions 

while getting to know each other. Free 

admission to several museums, free exercise 

classes, and even free SEPTA and Philly 

PHLASH rides are part of the deal. Anything 

not totally free is discounted, which includes 

retail, food, and drinks at participating 

locations. 
 

¶ What:  In-person education festival 

 

¶ Where: Various venues 

 

¶ When: Saturday, Sept. 11 and Sunday, Sept. 

12, 10 a.m. ï 5 p.m. 

 

¶ How much: Free, with registration  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://whyy.org/person/tonya-pendleton/
https://whyy.org/coronavirus
https://campusphilly.org/collegefest-2021/
https://campusphilly.secure.force.com/events/targetx_eventsb__events#/esr?eid=a0P5c00000k563QEAQ
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8 reasons to take your kids to Philadelphia 
REGAN STEPHENS Lonely Planet Writer 10 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
Philadelphia's rich history makes it a fantastic destination for families © Bob Sacha / Getty Images 
The City of Brotherly Love is steeped in American history, making it a popular destination for 
school-aged kids, history buffs and class trips. 
But itôs also home to the oldest zoo in the country, an interactive science museum, plenty of 
outdoor spaces, plus an endless supply of soft pretzels and water ice (or, as the locals say, 
"wooder ice"), making it an appealing destination for all ages. Here's our list of the most exciting 
attractions families shouldnôt miss in Philadelphia. 

 
Get a history lesson at Independence Hall 
Located in the Old City neighborhood, the stately brick building is home to the Assembly room, 
where Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and other founding fathers debated 
and signed the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution.  Tours begin every 15 
minutes, and kids ages five and up can pick up a Junior Ranger activity booklet at the 
Independence Visitor Center to complete activities and earn a badge. 

 
Feed a goat at the Philadelphia Zoo 
The first zoo chartered in America (in 1859, but the opening was delayed until 1974 due to the 
outbreak of the Civil War), the Philadelphia Zoo is also one of the most innovative. The Zoo360 
program allows animals like tigers, lemurs and gorillas roam around sections of the 42-acre 
campus via a series of see-through mesh trails.  Spend a day visiting with the lions, giraffes and 
penguins, and donôt miss exhibits like KidZooU, where tots can feed goats, brush the sheep, 
and get up close with chickens and ducks. (Note, while some Philly attractions are free ï 
including tours of the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall ï many, like the zoo, arenôt. Services 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia
https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/independencehall.htm
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia/attractions/philadelphia-zoo/a/poi-sig/383173/362106
https://philadelphiazoo.org/zoo360/
https://philadelphiazoo.org/zoo360/
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like City Pass can be a good money-saving option to bundle tickets for pricier activities).  
 

Get into the swing of things at Smith Memorial Playground 
Inside the sprawling Fairmount Park, Smith Memorial Playground has been delighting kids for a 
century with swings, play structures, a massive wooden slide and a 16,000-sq-ft playhouse. The 
free playground is open for visitors on Tuesday to Friday from 10am to 4pm, and on the 
weekend from 10am to 6pm, and hosts annual events like the Kidchella Music Festival and 
Healthy Halloween, with costumes, live music and treats. 
 

Roll up your sleeves and learn at the Please Touch Museum  
For kids seven and under, the Please Touch Museum is a 157,000-sq-ft wonderland, located 
inside Fairmount Park. Highlights include a fairytale garden, river adventures, where kids can 
float a boat down a mini Schuylkill River, a rocket room for launching ships into space, and a 
working vintage carousel, set inside a 9000-sq-ft glass pavilion.  On New Yearôs Eve day, the 
museum is the hottest ticket in town for the small set, with a countdown to noon to celebrate in 
(bedtime-friendly) style.  If you donôt spend all day at the museum, walk three minutes through 
Fairmount Park to visit the Shofuso house and garden. The traditional Japanese tea house 
was built in the 1950s in Japan and shipped to New York City to be displayed in the Museum of 
Modern Art before arriving in Philadelphia. Nowadays, itôs a perfect place to spend a peaceful 
afternoon, and kids love the gardens and koi pond. Pro tip: buy fish food at the entrance. 
 

Don't brush off the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
The world-renowned museum just unveiled a $233 million renovation led by star architect Frank 
Gehry, including a stunning floating staircase and luminous tiled walkway inside. With over 200 
galleries filled with artwork in the collection, itôs a good idea to plot out your visit a bit 
beforehand.  Donôt miss captivating pieces like horse armor from the 16th century, paintings by 
the French impressionist masters, and larger-than-life sculptures like the Giant Three-Way 
Plug by Claes Oldenburg in the outdoor sculpture garden.  Check the online calendar, too, to 
see the lineup of hands-on projects offered as part of the ongoing Art Kids Studio programming, 
like crafting sparkle knots inspired by the work of artist Lynda Benglis.  Older kids might 
appreciate the famed ñRockyò steps, the 72 steps fictional boxer Rocky Balboa, played by 
Sylvester Stallone, ran up before raising his arms in triumph overlooking a sweeping view of the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway in the filmôs training sequence. Reenact the scene, and stop by the 
statue at the base of the steps for a photo. 

 
Indulge in sweet treats at Franklin Fountain 
This beloved Old City staple is conveniently located for a visit after exploring historic sites like 
the Liberty Bell and the Betsy Ross House. Choose from a range of homemade flavors, or go 
big with a specialty sundae like the stock market crunch, with rocky road ice cream, peanut 
butter sauce and pretzels.  If youôre in a rush and the line is long (it usually is) head next door to 
the brandôs sister property for a scoop on a handmade maple waffle cone, or one of their 
signature Keystone bars, ice cream hand-dipped in bean-to-bar chocolate roasted at their other 
business, Shaneôs Confectionery. 
 

Sew much to learn at the Betsy Ross House 
Tour the home where the patriotic seamstress created the first American flag. Kids will love the 
kitchen, set up with items that would have been on hand when she lived there back in the 18th 
century, and Betsy herself (a talented historical reenactor, that is) who tells the tale of how she 
convinced George Washington it was best to use a five-point star on Old Glory. 

https://smithplayground.org/
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia/attractions/please-touch-museum/a/poi-sig/1566659/362106
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia/attractions/philadelphia-museum-of-art/a/poi-sig/1185839/362106
https://www.philamuseum.org/calendar
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia/restaurants/franklin-fountain/a/poi-eat/1124788/362106
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/pennsylvania/philadelphia/shopping/shane-confectionery/a/poi-sho/1520894/362106
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Free PHLASH shuttle at FDR 

By Mark Zimmaro  September 18, 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Launched on Sept. 18, a free weekend shuttle service will be offered throughout FDR Park. The 
shuttle will pick up at the NRG SEPTA station on Broad St. and Pattison Ave. and make stops at 
all three FDR Park Hubs in the park: Playground, Asian Market, and Soccer Fields. The service 
will run Saturdays and Sundays from 10am-6pm, approximately every 30 minutes.  

https://southphillyreview.com/author/mzimmaro/
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Our Liberty View Micro -Wedding  

Felt More Like a Mini Family 
Reunion Amid the Pandemic  

ñOur guests kept saying, óThis was much-needed.ôò  
by KRISTEN SCHOTT · 10/7/2021, 9:44 a.m.  

 
Brittney Kelsey and Dwayne Johnsonôs Liberty View micro-wedding doubled as a mini family reunion. Photography by Anthony Page  Photography  

Being able to celebrate in person with all of your friends and loved ones is one of the most 

important parts of your wedding day. And it is something many couples unfortunately had to 

forego in the wake of the pandemic, as guest lists were significantly truncated or cut entirely 

when duos eloped in living rooms and at home. Virtual viewing, however, helped ease some of 

the gap. For this particular Liberty View micro-wedding, the digital feed was so entertaining that 

remote guests stayed on for the duration of the celebration ð described as a mini family reunion 

by the bride. Anthony Page Photography snapped all of the special moments below.  
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Not every couple can mark the exact minute when their love story began. Brittney Kelsey, a 

Boston-born senior manager of customer marketing, and Dwayne Johnson, a digital care 

supervisor from West Philly, can: December 23, 2016, at 10:38 p.m. Thatôs when Brittneyôs 

cousin texted her to tell her about Dwayne, a guy who was perfect for her. Phone numbers were 
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exchanged; the two began chatting and soon met in person. They dated long-distance for about a 

year and a half before Brittney moved here to be with Dwayne.  

His proposal came in November 2019, when Brittneyôs family was in town for an Eagles vs.  

Patriots game. He decorated their South Philly home with flowers and marquee letters reading 

ñMarry Me.ò  

The pair targeted April 2021 for their 200-person Big Day at Lakeview Pavilion in  

Massachusetts, but changed it to a 40-guest shindig at Liberty View at the Independence  

Visitor Center in October 2020. It was worth it.  

ñEveryone was in quarantine due to the lockdown, so the wedding was also like a mini reunion,ò 

says the bride. ñOur guests kept saying, óThis was much-needed.ôò  
 
 

The leafy greens and colorful petals that filled the covered terraceôs planter wall added a natural 
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aesthetic to the light, bright ceremony setting. The couple said ñI doò in front of a circular metal 

arch outfitted in óCherry Brandyô roses, with purple and orange accents and Italian ruscus.  

And it was important to the couple to pay homage to their lost loved ones: On her bouquet, the 

bride carried a charm with pictures of her grandparents. Brittneyôs grandmotherôs favorite colors 

were purple and orange, so the design team incorporated those hues into various elements, 

including the centerpieces. Portraits of late family members were set out at the reception, along 

with a sign that read, ñIn loving memory of those who are forever in our hearts, today + always.ò   
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Zoom also came in handy. The ceremony streamed to about 100 attendees, who were having 

such a good virtual time that they stayed on for the reception, from the first dance (to ñU Move, I 

Moveò by John Legend and Jhen® Aiko) to the cake-cutting. Says Brittney: ñIt felt like they were 

actually at the wedding, dancing along with us.ò   

 

 


