
CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE
In Philadelphia’s Historic District
FREE events and activities celebrating Independence Day!

Don’t miss the LEGO® BRICK 
BUILDING EVENT on July 5
Stop by the Independence Visitor Center between 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on July 5 and join Model Builders 
from LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Philadelphia in 
building four different LEGO mosaic designs celebrating 
Philadelphia’s 4th of July celebrations.  
An 11ft. tall LEGO model of the 
new Comcast Technology 
Center will also be 
unveiled as part of 
the festivities!

June
30
Saturday,

Officer’s Candidate School
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Kids, enroll and receive an assignment. Prove your worth to the 
Continental Army to earn a commission. 

Special Exhibit: Speaking Out for Equality 
Liberty Bell Center, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Explore the symbolic connection between the Liberty Bell, 
Independence Hall and the LGBT movement in this exhibit. 

Free Museum Day at the First Bank of the United States
First Bank of the United States, Open 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Visitors are invited to take a brief tour of the interior of the 
building and learn about future plans to reopen the First Bank 
of the United States. Come discover the Philadelphia story of 
Alexander Hamilton!

Independence Day Celebration
Museum of the American Revolution, Open 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate with music, family-friendly activities, and costumed 
historical interpreters, including Thomas Jefferson, who will 
meet and greet visitors. In the Museum’s hands-on activity 
areas, kids can try on Revolutionary-inspired clothing, design 
a flag, and make a sash like the one worn by General George 
Washington to wear and take home. FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Raising
Betsy Ross House, 10:00 a.m.
Start your day at the Betsy Ross House, as Betsy Ross and one 
of her Colonial friends raise the 13-star flag with pomp and 
circumstance.

Walking Tour: Thomas Jefferson
Signers’ Garden, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Follow the main author of the Declaration of Independence. 

Family Fun Activities 
National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Families can enjoy make-and-take projects, colonial candle 
making demonstrations, Eighteenth Century games, Thank-A-
Vet postcards, and more. All activities are FREE with museum 
admission! 

Flag Etiquette Workshop
Grand Overlook Stage, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
Join the National Constitution Center staff each morning 
for a spirited flag raising ceremony, and then again in 
the evenings as they reverently lower it. In workshops, 
discover the history and symbolism of the American flag 
and learn about the proper way to treat it.

Independence Day Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
From parades to protests, cannons to flag waving, 
explosive words to fiery demonstrations, this show takes 
an in-depth look at this exciting celebration of freedom 
from the early days of American independence to the 
present day.

The Star-Spangled Banner:
A History of Our National Anthem Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Learn the story of Francis Scott Key, the Battle of Fort 
McHenry, and the flag that inspired our national anthem.

Giant Flag Folding 
National Constitution Center, 12:45 p.m. 
Families can participate as members of the museum’s 
staff fold a 20 X 30 foot American flag!

Free Museum Day at Philadelphia History Museum
Philadelphia History Museum, Open 10:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Steps from the Liberty Bell, the museum’s eight 
renovated galleries spotlight artifacts and artwork from 
a collection of more than 100,000 items. Visitors are 
encouraged to explore the Museum’s large walk-able map of 
Philadelphia. Admission is Pay-What-You-Wish.



Walking Tour: Dr. Franklin’s Philadelphia 
Benjamin Franklin Museum Entrance, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Get to know the real Ben Franklin as you explore the streets 
and sites of his beloved city. 

The Committee of Five
Portrait Gallery in the Second Bank of the U.S., 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A tour focusing on portraits of the committee members 
nominated to write the Declaration of Independence. 

Meet Phillis the Laundress
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Meet Phillis, a free African American woman who was born 
into slavery in Philadelphia. She went to school to learn to 
read and was then indentured, where she acquired valuable 
domestic skills, such as cooking and laundry. She used these 
skills to support herself when she received her freedom at the 
age of 21.

Junior Ranger Induction Ceremony
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
Get “sworn in” as Junior Rangers after completing a booklet. 

Twilight Tours of Independence National Historical Park
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy an introduction to Independence National Historical 
Park.

Wawa Welcome America Fireworks
Delaware River Waterfront, 9:30 – 10:00 p.m.
Celebrate with a Philly-centric fireworks show accompanied 
by a soundtrack that will be broadcast by iHeart Media. 
The Wawa Welcome America Fireworks presented by NBC 
Universal and Pyrotechnico will take place at the Delaware 
River Waterfront.

Special Thanks to our Partners:

Must See Attractions
1. Franklin Square
2. National Constitution Center
3. Betsy Ross House
4. Marquee Tent
5. Independence Mall Café
6. Independence Visitor Center
7. Declaration House
8. Liberty Bell Center
9. National Museum of American Jewish History
10. Ben Franklin Museum
11. Independence Hall
12. Signers’ Garden
13. Museum of the American Revolution

Explore Philadelphia’s Historic District 
while earning points to win prizes!

Visit PHLvisitorcenter.com/July 4 to 
learn how to join.
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In Philadelphia’s Historic District
FREE events and activities celebrating Independence Day!

Don’t miss the LEGO® BRICK 
BUILDING EVENT on July 5
Stop by the Independence Visitor Center between 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on July 5 and join Model Builders 
from LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Philadelphia in 
building four different LEGO mosaic designs celebrating 
Philadelphia’s 4th of July celebrations.  
An 11ft. tall LEGO model of the 
new Comcast Technology 
Center will also be 
unveiled as part of 
the festivities!

July

1
Sunday,

Officer’s Candidate School
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Kids, enroll and receive an assignment. Prove your worth to 
the Continental Army to earn a commission. 

Special Exhibit: Speaking Out for Equality 
Liberty Bell Center, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Explore the symbolic connection between the Liberty Bell 
and Independence Hall, and the LGBT movement in this 
exhibit. 

Independence Day Celebration
Museum of the American Revolution, 
Open 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate with music, family-friendly activities, and costumed 
historical interpreters, including Thomas Jefferson, who will 
meet and greet visitors. In the Museum’s hands-on activity 
areas, kids can try on Revolutionary-inspired clothing, design 
a flag, and make a sash like the one worn by General George 
Washington to wear and take home. FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Raising
Betsy Ross House, 10:00 a.m.
Start your day at the Betsy Ross House, as Betsy Ross and 
one of her Colonial friends raise the 13-star flag with pomp 
and circumstance.

Walking Tour: John Adams
Signers’ Garden, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Follow one of the key figures in the Continental Congress.

Family Fun Activities 
National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Families can enjoy make-and-take projects, colonial candle 
making demonstrations, Eighteenth Century games, Thank-
A-Vet postcards, and more. All activities are FREE with 
museum admission! 

Flag Etiquette Workshop
Grand Overlook Stage, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 
p.m.
Join the National Constitution Center staff each morning 
for a spirited flag raising ceremony, and then again in 
the evenings as they reverently lower it. In workshops, 
discover the history and symbolism of the American flag 
and learn about the proper way to treat it.

Independence Day Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
From parades to protests, cannons to flag waving, 
explosive words to fiery demonstrations, this show takes 
an in-depth look at this exciting celebration of freedom 
from the early days of American independence to the 
present day.

The Star-Spangled Banner: 
A History of Our National Anthem Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Learn the story of Francis Scott Key, the Battle of Fort 
McHenry, and the flag that inspired our national anthem.

Giant Flag Folding 
National Constitution Center, 12:45 p.m. 
Families can participate as members of the museum’s 
staff fold a 20 X 30 foot American flag!

Walking Tour: Dr. Franklin’s Philadelphia 
Benjamin Franklin Museum Entrance, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Get to know the real Ben Franklin as you explore the streets 
and sites of his beloved city. 

The Committee of Five
Portrait Gallery in the Second Bank of the U.S., 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A tour focusing on portraits of the committee members 
nominated to write the Declaration of Independence. 



Meet Phillis the Laundress
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Meet Phillis, a free African American woman who was born 
into slavery in Philadelphia. She went to school to learn to 
read and was then indentured, where she acquired valuable 
domestic skills, such as cooking and laundry. She used these 
skills to support herself when she received her freedom at the 
age of 21.

Free Museum Day at African American Museum in Philadelphia
African American Museum in Philadelphia 
Open 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
​The African American Museum in Philadelphia is the first 
institution built by a major United States city to house and 
interpret the life and work of African Americans. Experience 
the richness and vibrancy of African American heritage and 
culture come alive in four magnificent exhibition galleries filled 
with exciting history and fascinating art.

Junior Ranger Induction Ceremony
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
Get “sworn in” as Junior Rangers after completing a booklet. 

Twilight Tours of Independence National Historical Park
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy an introduction to Independence National Historical 
Park. 

Gospel on Independence
Independence Mall, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
These performances will make you get up out of your seat to 
clap and stomp along with the riveting and soulful voices will 
that take the stage. Come for the music and leave filled with 
the feeling of joy and love that gospel music is rooted in.

Special Thanks to our Partners:

Explore Philadelphia’s Historic District 
while earning points to win prizes!

Visit PHLvisitorcenter.com/July 4 to 
learn how to join.

Must See Attractions
1. Franklin Square
2. National Constitution Center
3. Betsy Ross House
4. Marquee Tent
5. Independence Mall Café
6. Independence Visitor Center
7. Declaration House
8. Liberty Bell Center
9. National Museum of American Jewish History
10. Ben Franklin Museum
11. Independence Hall
12. Signers’ Garden
13. Museum of the American Revolution
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BUILDING EVENT on July 5
Stop by the Independence Visitor Center between 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on July 5 and join Model Builders 
from LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Philadelphia in 
building four different LEGO mosaic designs celebrating 
Philadelphia’s 4th of July celebrations.  
An 11ft. tall LEGO model of the 
new Comcast Technology 
Center will also be 
unveiled as part of 
the festivities!

July

2
Monday,

Officer’s Candidate School
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Kids, enroll and receive an assignment. Prove your worth to 
the Continental Army to earn a commission. 

Special Exhibit: Speaking Out for Equality 
Liberty Bell Center, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Explore the symbolic connection between the Liberty Bell and 
Independence Hall, and the LGBT movement in this exhibit. 

Independence Day Celebration
Museum of the American Revolution, 
Open 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate with music, family-friendly activities, and costumed 
historical interpreters, including Thomas Jefferson, who will 
meet and greet visitors. In the Museum’s hands-on activity 
areas, kids can try on Revolutionary-inspired clothing, design 
a flag, and make a sash like the one worn by General George 
Washington to wear and take home. FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Raising
Betsy Ross House, 10:00 a.m.
Start your day at the Betsy Ross House, as Betsy Ross and one 
of her Colonial friends raise the 13-star flag with pomp and 
circumstance.

Walking Tour: Thomas Jefferson
Signers’ Garden, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Follow the main author of the Declaration of Independence.

Storytime in the Square
Franklin Square, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Librarian Margaret Bernardi of the Independence Branch of 
the Free Library of Philadelphia reads free stories to children in 
the Franklin Square Pavilion.

Family Fun Activities 
National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Families can enjoy make-and-take projects, colonial candle 
making demonstrations, Eighteenth Century games, Thank-A-
Vet postcards, and more. All activites are FREE with museum 
admission! 

Flag Etiquette Workshop
Grand Overlook Stage, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
Join the National Constitution Center staff each morning 
for a spirited flag raising ceremony, and then again in 
the evenings as they reverently lower it. In workshops, 
discover the history and symbolism of the American 
flag and learn about the proper way to treat it.

Independence Day Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 
p.m.
From parades to protests, cannons to flag waving, 
explosive words to fiery demonstrations, this show takes 
an in-depth look at this exciting celebration of freedom 
from the early days of American independence to the 
present day.

The Star-Spangled Banner: 
A History of Our National Anthem Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Learn the story of Francis Scott Key, the Battle of 
Fort McHenry, and the flag that inspired our national 
anthem.

Giant Flag Folding 
National Constitution Center, 12:45 p.m. 
Families can participate as members of the museum’s 
staff fold a 20 X 30 foot American flag!

Revolutionary War Encampment
Front Lawn of National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
At the re-created military encampment on the front lawn, 
visitors can stop by the medical tent to visit the surgeon, 
watch the blacksmith forge steel, practice being a soldier with 
a wooden musket, and see Continental Army soldiers march 
and drill on the grounds.



Finding the Founders: Scholarly Talks and Walking Tours
Museum of the American Revolution 
10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m.
Congress Hall, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.
Betsy Ross House, 11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m.
National Constitution Center, 
12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
Join fascinating conversations with scholars, who will share 
their insights on equality and freedom through the lens of the 
American Revolution.

Walking Tour: Dr. Franklin’s Philadelphia 
Benjamin Franklin Museum Entrance, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Get to know the real Ben Franklin as you explore the streets 
and sites of his beloved city. Visit the National Constitution 
Center and neighboring sites throughout Historic Philadelphia 
to join fascinating conversations with scholars, who will share 
their insights on equality and freedom through the lens of the 
American Revolution.

The Committee of Five
Portrait Gallery in the Second Bank of the U.S., 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A tour focusing on portraits of the committee members 
nominated to write the Declaration of Independence. 

Meet Phillis the Laundress
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Meet Phillis, a free African American woman who was born 
into slavery in Philadelphia. She used her domestic skills to 
support herself when she received her freedom at the age of 21.

Junior Ranger Induction Ceremony
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
Get “sworn in” as Junior Rangers after completing a booklet. 

Twilight Tours of Independence National Historical Park
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy an introduction to Independence National Historical 
Park. 

Kimmel Center’s Broadway Philadelphia on Independence
Independence Mall, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Celebrate the upcoming Broadway Philadelphia season 
when Kimmel Center’s Broadway on Independence returns 
with performances by cast members from various Broadway 
hits. The evening includes a special performance by Kimmel 
Center’s Show Stoppers.

Special Thanks to our Partners:

Explore Philadelphia’s Historic District 
while earning points to win prizes!

Visit PHLvisitorcenter.com/July 4 to 
learn how to join.

Must See Attractions
1. Franklin Square
2. National Constitution Center
3. Betsy Ross House
4. Marquee Tent
5. Independence Mall Café
6. Independence Visitor Center
7. Declaration House
8. Liberty Bell Center
9. National Museum of American Jewish History
10. Ben Franklin Museum
11. Independence Hall
12. Signers’ Garden
13. Museum of the American Revolution
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Don’t miss the LEGO® BRICK 
BUILDING EVENT on July 5
Stop by the Independence Visitor Center between 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on July 5 and join Model Builders 
from LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Philadelphia in 
building four different LEGO mosaic designs celebrating 
Philadelphia’s 4th of July celebrations.  
An 11ft. tall LEGO model of the 
new Comcast Technology 
Center will also be 
unveiled as part of 
the festivities!

July

3
Tuesday,

Officer’s Candidate School
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Kids, enroll and receive an assignment. Prove your worth to the 
Continental Army to earn a commission. 

Special Exhibit: Speaking Out for Equality 
Liberty Bell Center, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Explore the symbolic connection between the Liberty Bell and 
Independence Hall, and the LGBT movement in this exhibit. 

Independence Day Celebration
Museum of the American Revolution, Open 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate with music, family-friendly activities, and costumed 
historical interpreters, including Thomas Jefferson, who will 
meet and greet visitors. In the Museum’s hands-on activity 
areas, kids can try on Revolutionary-inspired clothing, design 
a flag, and make a sash like the one worn by General George 
Washington to wear and take home. FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Raising
Betsy Ross House, 10:00 a.m.
Start your day at the Betsy Ross House, as Betsy Ross and one 
of her Colonial friends raise the 13-star flag with pomp and 
circumstance.

Walking Tour: John Adams
Signers’ Garden, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Follow one of the key figures of the Continental Congress.

Free Museum Day at the National Liberty Museum
National Liberty Museum, Open 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
The National Liberty Museum brings liberty to life through 
stories of people whose character and courage have expanded 
liberty for all. The Museum’s exhibits, educational experiences 
and public programs inspire visitors to think about liberty as an 
ongoing human quest that we all share.

Family Fun Activities 
National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Families can enjoy make-and-take projects, colonial candle 
making demonstrations, Eighteenth Century games, Thank-A-
Vet postcards, and more. All activities are FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Etiquette Workshop
Grand Overlook Stage, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
Join the National Constitution Center staff each morning 
for a spirited flag raising ceremony, and then again in the 
evenings as they reverently lower it. In workshops, discover 
the history and symbolism of the American flag and learn 
about the proper way to treat it.

Independence Day Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
From parades to protests, cannons to flag waving, 
explosive words to fiery demonstrations, this show takes 
an in-depth look at this exciting celebration of freedom 
from the early days of American independence to the 
present day.

The Star-Spangled Banner: 
A History of Our National Anthem Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Learn the story of Francis Scott Key, the Battle of Fort 
McHenry, and the flag that inspired our national anthem.

Giant Flag Folding 
National Constitution Center, 12:45 p.m. 
Families can participate as members of the museum’s staff 
fold a 20 X 30 foot American flag!

Revolutionary War Encampment
Front Lawn of National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
At the re-created military encampment on the front lawn, 
visitors can stop by the medical tent to visit the surgeon, watch 
the blacksmith forge steel, practice being a soldier with a 
wooden musket, and see Continental Army soldiers march and 
drill on the grounds.

Walking Tour: Dr. Franklin’s Philadelphia 
Benjamin Franklin Museum Entrance, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Get to know the real Ben Franklin as you explore the streets 
and sites of his beloved city. 



The Committee of Five
Portrait Gallery in the Second Bank of the U.S., 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A tour focusing on portraits of the committee members 
nominated to write the Declaration of Independence. 

Meet Phillis the Laundress
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Meet Phillis, a free African American woman who was born into 
slavery in Philadelphia. She went to school to learn to read and 
was then indentured, where she acquired valuable domestic 
skills, such as cooking and laundry. She used these skills to 
support herself when she received her freedom at the age of 21.

Historic Philadelphia Block Party 
Independence Mall (5th & 6th Streets between Chestnut and 
Market Streets), 12:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Now in its fourth year, Philadelphia’s Historic District Block 
Party creates a casual, relaxed feeling reminiscent of a block 
party on “Main Street Americana.” Thousands of attendees 
gather to enjoy three stages of music, food trucks, local 
artisans and vendors, and fun activities for all ages. 

Declaration Reading
Behind Independence Hall, 3:45 p.m.
Greet the History Makers and hear a moving reading from the 
Declaration of Independence

Junior Ranger Induction Ceremony
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
Get “sworn in” as Junior Rangers after completing a booklet. 

History Happy Hour: Ice Cream Social
Museum of the American Revolution, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Celebrate life, liberty and the pursuit of happy hour by kicking 
off Fourth of July with an Ice Cream Social! A decade after the 
Declaration was signed, Revolutionaries like Abigail Adams 
continued to celebrate independence with refreshing recipes, 
unique flavors and special spoons.

Twilight Tours of Independence National Historical Park 
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy an introduction to Independence National Historical 
Park. 

POPS on Independence
Independence Mall, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
With the backdrop of Independence Hall, the 65-piece Philly 
POPS orchestra, led by Todd Ellison, will perform a patriotic, 
entertaining show. Starring in POPS on Independence will be 
Tony and Grammy winner, R&B hitmaker, and international 
singing sensation Heather Headley!

Special Thanks to our Partners:

Explore Philadelphia’s Historic District 
while earning points to win prizes!

Visit PHLvisitorcenter.com/July 4 to 
learn how to join.

Must See Attractions
1. Franklin Square
2. National Constitution Center
3. Betsy Ross House
4. Marquee Tent
5. Independence Mall Café
6. Independence Visitor Center
7. Declaration House
8. Liberty Bell Center
9. National Museum of American Jewish History
10. Ben Franklin Museum
11. Independence Hall
12. Signers’ Garden
13. Museum of the American Revolution
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CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE
In Philadelphia’s Historic District
FREE events and activities celebrating Independence Day!

Don’t miss the LEGO® BRICK 
BUILDING EVENT on July 5
Stop by the Independence Visitor Center between 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on July 5 and join Model Builders 
from LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Philadelphia in 
building four different LEGO mosaic designs celebrating 
Philadelphia’s 4th of July celebrations.  
An 11ft. tall LEGO model of the 
new Comcast Technology 
Center will also be 
unveiled as part of 
the festivities!

July

4
Wednesday,

Officer’s Candidate School
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Kids, enroll and receive an assignment. Prove your worth to the 
Continental Army to earn a commission. 

Special Exhibit: Speaking Out for Equality 
Liberty Bell Center, 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Explore the symbolic connection between the Liberty Bell and 
Independence Hall, and the LGBT movement in this exhibit. 

Independence Day Celebration
Museum of the American Revolution 
Open 9:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Celebrate with music, family-friendly activities, and costumed 
historical interpreters, including Thomas Jefferson, who will 
meet and greet visitors. In the Museum’s hands-on activity 
areas, kids can try on Revolutionary-inspired clothing, design 
a flag, and make a sash like the one worn by General George 
Washington to wear and take home. FREE with museum 
admission!

Declaration Reading 
Independence Visitor Center, 9:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Behind Independence Hall, 3:45 p.m.
Greet the History Makers and hear a moving reading from the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Flag Raising
Betsy Ross House, 10:00 a.m.
Start your day at the Betsy Ross House, as Betsy Ross and one 
of her Colonial friends raise the 13-star flag with pomp and 
circumstance.

Walking Tour: Thomas Jefferson
Signers’ Garden, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Follow the main author of the Declaration of Independence. 

Celebration of Freedom Ceremony
Independence Hall, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
The City of Philadelphia will host a patriotic salute featuring 
Mayor Jim Kenney and City Representative Sheila Hess, with 
entertainment by the Philly POPS. The nation’s birthplace will 
roll out the red, white and blue carpet to celebrate America’s 
birthday in its annual Celebration of Freedom Ceremony in 
front of Independence Hall. 

Free Museum Day at National Museum of 
American Jewish History
National Museum of American Jewish History
Open 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Celebrate Independence Day and deepen your understanding 
of how our nation’s leaders made history, influenced society, 
and impacted the American Jewish community. See an original 
letter written by George Washington to the Jewish Community 
of Newport, Rhode Island; paint your own American flag; 
and enjoy interactive spotlight talks, story times, and 
Independence Day arts and crafts projects. 

Family Fun Activities 
National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Families can enjoy make-and-take projects, colonial candle 
making demonstrations, Eighteenth Century games, Thank-A-
Vet postcards, and more. All activities are FREE with museum 
admission!

Flag Etiquette Workshop
Grand Overlook Stage, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
Join the National Constitution Center staff each morning 
for a spirited flag raising ceremony, and then again in 
the evenings as they reverently lower it. In workshops, 
discover the history and symbolism of the American flag 
and learn about the proper way to treat it.

Independence Day Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
From parades to protests, cannons to flag waving, 
explosive words to fiery demonstrations, this show takes 
an in-depth look at this exciting celebration of freedom 
from the early days of American independence to the 
present day.

The Star-Spangled Banner: 
A History of Our National Anthem Show
Grand Hall Overlook Stage, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Learn the story of Francis Scott Key, the Battle of Fort 
McHenry, and the flag that inspired our national anthem.

Giant Flag Folding 
National Constitution Center, 12:45 p.m. 
Families can participate as members of the museum’s 
staff fold our 20 X 30 foot American flag!



Revolutionary War Encampment
Front Lawn of National Constitution Center, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
At the re-created military encampment on the front lawn, 
visitors can stop by the medical tent to visit the surgeon, watch 
the blacksmith forge steel, practice being a soldier with a 
wooden musket, and see Continental Army soldiers march and 
drill on the grounds.

Walking Tour: Dr. Franklin’s Philadelphia
Benjamin Franklin Museum Entrance, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Get to know the real Ben Franklin as you explore the streets 
and sites of his beloved city. 

The United States of America’s Independence Day Parade
Independence Hall, 11:00 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
As the premier Independence Day Parade in the Nation, 
this parade is the only Independence Day Parade to process 
in front of where our Nation was born 242 years ago. This 
parade is quite unique as it is a moving display of the “Canvas 
of America,” featuring a wide range of Americans parading in 
celebration of our Nation’s birthday!

The Committee of Five
Portrait Gallery in the Second Bank of the U.S., 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A tour focusing on portraits of the committee members 
nominated to write the Declaration of Independence. 

Meet Phillis the Laundress
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Meet Phillis, a free African American woman who was born 
into slavery in Philadelphia. She went to school to learn to 
read and was then indentured, where she acquired valuable 
domestic skills, such as cooking and laundry. She used these 
skills to support herself when she received her freedom at the 
age of 21.

7th Annual Birthday Party at Independence Visitor Center
Independence Visitor Center, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
A spectacular five-tier cake will be decorated and 2,500 
cupcakes displayed in the shape of an American flag. 
Betsy Ross will lead the crowd in singing “Happy Birthday” 
accompanied by a fife and drum and cut the cake to celebrate. 
Be sure to stop by right after the parade!

Summer Sounds in the Historic District
Betsy Ross House Courtyard, 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
See the Old City Sax Quartet perform during the day at 
the Betsy Ross House. The performance is part of Visit 
Philadelphia’s Summer Sounds in the Historic District series.

Flaghouse Chapter NSDAR’s Children’s 
Naturalization Ceremony
Betsy Ross House, 1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Join us at the Betsy Ross House as thirteen newly naturalized 
American children take the Oath of Allegiance in this traditional 
patriotic event on our great nation’s birthday.

Junior Ranger Induction Ceremony
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
Get “sworn in” as Junior Rangers after completing a booklet. 

Twilight Tours of Independence National Historical Park 
Independence Visitor Center Ranger Desk, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy an introduction to Independence National Historical 
Park. 

Patriotic Pipes
Christ Church Sanctuary, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Come hear the new Christ Church pipe organ in “Patriotic 
Pipes,” a free, family friendly concert of classic patriotic songs 
performed by Christ Church Music Director Parker Kitterman 
and his colleague Wesley Parrott.1
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Special Thanks to our 

1. Franklin Square
2. National Constitution Center
3. Betsy Ross House
4. Marquee Tent
5. Independence Mall Café
6. Independence Visitor Center
7. Declaration House
8. Liberty Bell Center

9. National Museum of 
	 American Jewish History
10. Ben Franklin Museum
11. Independence Hall
12. Signers’ Garden
13. Museum of the 
	 American Revolution

Explore Philadelphia’s Historic District 
while earning points to win prizes!

Visit PHLvisitorcenter.com/July 4 to 
learn how to join.

Must See Attractions
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